[image: image1.jpg]GROUP ON
EARTH OBSERVATIONS



[image: image2.png]universitétbonnl




2nd GEOSS Science and Technology Stakeholder Workshop

GEOSS: Supporting Science for the

Millennium Development Goals and Beyond

Bonn, Germany, August 28 - 31, 2012

- Draft Bonn Statement -

Version 0.0

[Preamble

The challenge of global sustainability …

The international programs and goals: Millennium Declaration, MDGs, Rio+20, SDGs, ... 

The importance of global sustainability research as a basis for evidence and knowledge-based decision making  …

EO as a basis for research …

GEO and GEOSS's contribution

The workshop ...]  

Realizing that ... [this is where sense of urgency should be expressed]

· Humanity is challenged with  accelarated population growth, poverty, and public health issues.  
· Earth is changing …

· Humanity is the dominating factor in the Earth system shaping the Earth's surface, changing the chemistry of atmosphere, ocean, and soils, reducing biodiversity, and modifying mass cycles,   

· the impact of humanity of the planet is rapidly increasing;

· Although earth observations are crucial for the research needed to understand the requirements of global sustainability, they are not available to the extent needed.
· The changes of the planet are not observed sufficiently and we will not be able to reconstruct the changes ever.
· The data need to be collected and preserved so that in the future indicators can capture trends.
Recognizing that ... [this is the response to the above-stated sense of urgency]

· the global community has agreed on need for sustainable development, poverty eradication, …. (examples to support),

· has set itself goals that would improve the wellbeing of many (MDGs, SDGs, Global Goals, etc),

· major research effort are underway to provide the knowledge required for decision making that would bring humanity closer to sustainability [role of research groups and  scientific organizations];

· frameworks such as UNCCD, CBD, UNFCCC, etc, have been established by the UN;

· the governments of the member countries of GEO have agree to work towards a coordinated Earth observation system of systems [role of governments]

Leveraging the  contributions of GEO  Participating Organizations  and the general GEO Community [synergistic collaboration using GEO framework]

· Research groups and  scientific organizations ,

· UN agencies,
· Commercial  Sector of society

· Standardization Organization
We, the participants of the 2nd GEOSS Science and Technology Stakeholder Workshop “...” state  the need that  ... [call for action]

· an effort be made to continue investments in provision of sustained EO

· Mechanisms be put in place so that data can be freely shared for the creation of the knowledge that is needed for global sustainability.
· a focus be on the provision of knowledge that can be put to work;
· approaches to the co-production of knowledge together with the users be developed;

different types of interfaces for policymakers, decision makers and the public in general be acknowledge;

capacity building with respect to the use of knowledge in evidence-based management be integrated with capacity building for knowledge productions;

· a broader spectrum of expertise be broad into the development of GEOSS, including computer sciences and social scientists,

· emerging technologies providing global access to Earth observations and derived knowledge be considered in the development of GEOSS;

· contributions from commercial companies be considered, where appropriate, to utilize benefits of Earth observations.

